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SHARE Research Data

• 27 European countries + Israel
• Population 50+
• Multidisciplinary: demography, health, family and social networks, 

employment and pension, finance, etc.

• Free access for persons with scientific affiliation (scientists, students, 
etc.) 
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Data access

• Fill out the following user statement and send it to share-rdc@centerdata.nl: 

https://share-eric.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf_documentation/SHARE_Data_Statement.pdf

• You will get access within a few days (please also check your spam folder)

• Download the data at: 
https://releases.sharedataportal.eu/

• Please read the Release Guide: 
https://share-eric.eu/data/data-documentation/release-guides
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Research Data Center

• The latest data release 
should be used

• Different waves, 
different data sets

• Stata, SPSS
• easySHARE for

teaching available in R



5

Data structure

Unique identifier:
mergeid

wave 1

wave 2

wave 3

wave 4

wave 5

wave 6

wave 7

wave 8

wave 9

wave 10

cv_r

dn

sn

ph

mh

ep

ch

co

…

Waves
Modules

Respondents

. . .

. . .

Variables
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Data structure II

Modules in folder „W6 release 9-0-0“:                   Example sharew6_rel9-0-0_dn.dta:
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Questionnaire (1)

• Main questionnaire is harmonized across countries and waves 
• Country specific-national add ons, so called drop off questionnaires
• All questionnaires can be downloaded in national languages and English at: 

https://share-eric.eu/data/data-documentation/questionnaires

• Types of interviews:
• Standard main questionnaire
• End-of-Life questionnaire: For dependants of deceased respondents about the last 

year of life
• SHARELIFE: Life history interviews (wave 3 and partly 7)
• SHARE Corona Survey
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Questionnaire (2)

• Types of respondents:
• There are different types of respondents in a household: Family respondent

and financial respondent – some questions are only asked to one person in 
the household

• Proxy respondents: If a persons cannot answer because of a health problem
for example, a proxy interview is allowed. A proxy answers the whole or parts
of the questionnaire for the respondent.
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Condition

Question number (Module + number) including a shortcut of the content

Question text
Interviewer instruction

Answer categories

Fill (can be dependent on gender, 
family status or previous answers)
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How to merge SHARE modules?

• If you work with regular SHARE data you have to decide which 
modules you want to merge and which waves you need

• Even if you only want to do a cross-sectional analysis of one wave it is 
always recommended to merge at least demographic information of 
all previous waves because in the longitudinal sample some questions 
are only asked during the first interview

• There are also modules with generated variables like health, housing 
and financial indicators which you should always consider

• When working with different waves always check for changes in 
questionnaire for the variables used
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Stata code example: Merging SHARE modules for
one wave
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After merging necessary modules for one
wave, merge alle waves (code example)

• After merging all necessary modules of a wave, merge all datasets. 
The result is a dataset in wide format with a variable for each wave
merge all files from the folder
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Code to copy into a Stata dofile
/*FIRST SET PATHS and DATA RELEASE*/
local Path: display "D:\FOLDER\FOLDER\Daten" /*Path to SHARE release data*/
local savePath: display "D:\FOLDER\FOLDER\Save" /*Path to save generated files*/
local release: display "rel9-0-0" /*Data release*/

*** WAVE 4 ***

cd "`Path'"
local wave: display "4"
clear all
use "sharew`wave'_`release'_ALL_datasets_stata\sharew`wave'_`release'_cv_r.dta", clear

*** MERGE MODULES: /*CHOOSE MODULES*/
foreach i in dn br gv_isced gv_housing gv_health ph gv_weights {

merge 1:1 mergeid using "sharew`wave'_`release'_ALL_datasets_stata\sharew`wave'_`release'_`i'.dta"
rename _merge merge_`i'

} 

foreach var of varlist _all { /*add the wave info to the variable name*/
rename `var' w`wave'`var'

}
rename w`wave'mergeid mergeid

save "`savePath'\base_w`wave'`release'.dta", replace
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Code to copy into a Stata dofile (2)

/*MERGE ALL WAVES*/

cd "`savePath'"
pwd

local files : dir "`savePath'" files "*`release'.dta"
foreach file in `files' { 

dis "`file'"
merge 1:1 mergeid using "`file'", force
drop _merge

}

Tip: Run code as a whole!
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Any questions?

share-austria@jku.at


